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HBaturday, March 18. 1693 


Have read the Second Volume of the 
Poft-boy robb’d of his Mail, and ap- 
prove of the Character given of it, and wifh 
the Firft Wolume had been but comparable to't for the Jake 
of all thofe who have not read this. All the Letters are ha 
ally good, that is, Witty and Diverting, the Moral vs 
fieHions true, and uncommon, the Airy flights furprizing, 
and I confe(s I know not which to preferr. { read the Se- 
cret Hiftory with fome pleafure, and wifh you coud inform 
me whether it be real, or a Fiction, because Ihave known 
(omething like it happen formerly. The Intriegue and Hu- 
mour of Julietta pleafe me extreamly, and the Punifhment 
of Corbulo ought to attone for his Inconftancy to the Fair 
ones be deceiv'd, and 1 hope Coriando met with a Fate 
equal to his Villanies. In fhort, 1 defire to know whether 
we may expect a profecution of that Hiftory in the next 
Volume, Iam alfo in pain for Lyfander and Belvidera in 
the next Boo, and want to know the Catajtrophe of their 
mOur. 
eA We are glad a Gentleman of your Senfe and 
Learning concurrs with us in our Judgment of this 
Book, anc °o tatusfie your Curtofity, We are inform d, 
that the Secret Hiffory is of tome Neighbouring Coun- 
trey; and that you may expect the Conclufion of it 
inthe next /olume, as well as the Amour of Belvidera 


Queft. 1. 


and Iy/ander. 


Queft. 2. Gent. Lama very Young Woman, of (ome Qua- 
lity, and very pretty, unle{s my Gla[s and Friends deceive me 
(the’l (ay’t that fhou’d n't :) but to make hafte tothe umbappy part 
of my Story: A certain lewd and infamoms riffiler of my Ho- 
nour, under pretence of ali the zeal and foftne{s imaginable, 
bas, tobe plain, been a little too bufie where he bad nothing 
ro do: But Vd fince the Good Fortune to enter Matrimony 
with a Perlon as tar above mein Ejtate as Defert, and to be 
fhort, I manag’d ail things (o that he knew nothing of the 
Matter —However, I'm fince that extreamly trou: { for the 
Cheat P've put upon him, and the Injury I conceive I have 
done him, which bas {o ajflifled my Mind, that my Botly 
(ympathizes with it, and P'm worn away to a meer Sv bele- 
ton, and'twill in © fhort time I fear bring me to my Grave, 
which lajt is poffibly my greatelt and fenfibleft grievance, left 
my Indilpofition fhould lofe me theje Charms which have hz- 
therto jecur’.! bis Heart : Your Advice pray in this Conditi- 
on? 

Anfw. Not to trouble your Ladyfhip MM ith a parcel 
of cramp crois Quejiions, or enquire whether the whole 
thing be Fable or Hiltory, we'li firlt give you the Opi- 
nion of a late Author, and thea our own, and leave 
your Ladythip, or at leaft the World, to judge who 
are moft in the right : He tells vour Ladythip, “ Your 
“Sin when committed was ae:init Heaven, not your 
“© Honourable Lover, becaule he then was not fo much 
“as thought of ; thac when he made his dddreffes, you 
“were not oblig’d to be your own Accufer, and that 
“twas aiterwards 20 pirt of yours to unveil the mi- 
“flakes andin all this flillheis right, buthere lyes the 
Fuggle, Why did you wary him, which you ought not 
in Rriét Virtue and Honveur to have aone, and whereof 
he takes care rot to fay one word. You ought ro have 
been the //°f. of your arft Acquaintance, or elfe al- 
waysto he... liv’d unmarry'd, and are however as Ca- 
fesare, the nu. obligd, We think, to accule your felf 
to any upon Earth, ye: todo it before Heaven, and en- 
deavour to expiate your foner long habitual /ewdne/s 
with one, and cheat on the other, by a continued hear- 
ty Penitency, which feems not very much in earneft, if 
you are more troubled, as you feem to contefs, for the 
lo{s of your Beauty than your Innocence : But there’s ftill 
a great dea! more falie Doétrine in what this Author 
advane'd ; for he excuies your Hypocrifie by the Exam- 


ple of F4cob, and might have done ag much with your 
Whoredom by that of Fudah and Tamar ; but fee what 
‘tis to relapfe into Divinity, when Writing on this Sub- 
jeét, he wifely declares he’d have nothing to do with'r: 
Again, if by faying, Infamy is in fuch Cates the moft 
fubftantial and fenfible wrong, he wou'd be under- 
ftood of all breaches of the Marriage Vow, We think 
he is widely out, fince that’s in ic felf the leaft, being 
but the confequence of the other ——— However, trom 
this, and the whole /tream of this Geatlemans Writings, 
we can't help withing that his defign beh’t the Encou- 
ragement of fome of that Sex in another anda worfe 
Seace than he talks of in his Preface to it, viz. “ That 
“they hope the whole Sex will be fo in Love with this 
“ Shadow, as to refolve to copy from fo excellent aa 
“ Original. 


Queft. 3. I'm a young Gent. almoft of Age: I have for 
fome time made honourable Love to a young and beautiful 
Lady ; Uhave made all the advances in her Favonr that con- 
fift with Virtue and Honour, and poffefs ber Converfarion 
as privately and frequently as I plerfe — P'ue read Chamber- 
ing and Wantonnels, the luft of the Eye, tc. are Sins; 
but mujt acknowledge when I'm alone with my Miftre(s, on 
our reciprocal Tenderneffcs and Endearments, ‘tis impoffible but 
that my burning Lips mujft give me all fuch effets as warm 
Love and young Blood can in{pire ———- Nay, thofe Idea’s 
often carry me fo far, as in my revolving Thoughts to antici- 
pate what's yet to come upon my Pillow, not only before my 
very Prayers, and after ‘em, but (God forgive me) be- 
tween ‘em too. Now I defire your Opinion, whether either 
thefe Dalliances, or the laff Tranfport of Thought can be a 
Sin: For my part, Um of Opinion, not to anticipate your 
Fudgments, that none of ‘em all are Sins, it being highly 
unreafonable that whae’s honourable in the ultimate pof- 
feflion fhow’d be faulty in the previous purfuit 2 

Anjw. The Querift may be here miftaken in that 
Complaint of us, as well as in his own Divénity; for if 
we are not very much {o, the fame Queftion, or exaét- 
ly to the fame purpofe, tho not in the fame words, 
has been formerly anfwer’d in one of our Mercuries : 
But to go onat prefent, — We mult here again exprefs 
our hearty Withes that the defign of the foremention’d 
Author ben’t the further cerruption of Morals, which 
there's but too little need of. He goes here co the 
utmoft bounds, he takes in all poffible Circamftances 
to make a Sin look planfible, and a Duty wnreafonable — 
But after all’twon’t do, and he is as contrary to him- 
felt es to Truth and Reafon — and indeed fo is the young 
Gent. for he firft fays thete Thoughts difturb his Pray- 
ers, ( which it feems are on his Pillow, and which ’tis 
firange if they fhéa’d n’t do when indulg’d ) and cries 
God forgive him tor't, and yet fays afterwards chat he’s 
pofitively of Orinion none of ‘em all are fins; and his Guide 
is of the fame mind ; for he fays, “ To Anfvver pofi- 
“fitively, fin or no fin, I give it in the Negative ; No 
“ Sin, upon Condition that Marriage en‘ues: Though in 
a tew Lines after, he ovvns it may come under the Lafh 
of a Fenial Sin? Pray Sir, What Religion or Univerfity 
are you of, for this is excellent Logick and Divinity, 
There is fuch aching then as a Fenial Sin, and yet that 
Sin 1s no Sin at all --- The Arguments for your round 
Affertion you have forgotten, or mitplac‘d, and make 
the Gentleman reaton like one of his Years, that what‘s 
Honourable in the ultimate Poffeflion can‘t be taulty in 
the previous purfuit, agreeable to your ovvn Refolutj- 
on, “ No Sin if Marriage eniue. To this We An{wver, 
that ’tis a very falie way of arguing, and either this will 
unavoidably follow, that there’s no Sin in Con/ummation 
it felf before Marriage, (which We With been’t driven ar, 
and the Confeguences whereof are very ebvioxvs ) or elle the 

Ar. 
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Argument concludes nothing at all. Befides, if we Sin 
on Condition of Marriage, Marriage can make a paft 
Aét no Sin, which otherwife woud be one, but every 
Aét is Sin or no Sin as foon as exerted. The young 
Lover urges the Impoffibility ot avoiding fuch Thoughts, 
(oc. the difficulty We grant, the Impoffibility We deny, for 
that very reafon becaufe it’s a Sin to entertain ‘em, 
which it cou’d not be if impoffible to avoid’em. But that 
tis really a Sin he Confeffes his kind Advifer owns, 
and We fhall further prove --- From the exprefs Words 
of him who beft knevv ; Whoo looketh upon a Woman, Xc. 
“And if thine Eye or Hand offend thee And from 
Reafon : "Tis Intemperance, if Temperance be a Virtue, that 
mutt be a Sin ; fince Temperance {ure reaches Thought as 
well as Aéfion, and where the Objeét of one ts unlaw- 
ful, fo muft the other be too. 


Quelt. 4. A very perfonable Gentleman marry fome time 
fince a fine young Lady, with whom he lived three or four 
Tears very happily, tho’ without any Children ; fhe dying, he 
rmaarrysd @ fecond with a larger Fortune: Not long after his 
Wives Mother makes him aVifit, and after fome words, falls 
foul upon him for Marrying her Daughter, when he knew 
himfeif net qualified for a Husband, which he took {o to heart, 
he immediately went up ftairs, and ript up his Belly: Your 
Sentiments of the whole Cafe, together with your Opinion of 
the 1ws Wives ? 

An{w. Our Jate Author fays that the firft Wife, who 
had Conceal’d her Husband’s Infirmity, was rather a Sub- 
je&t for Admiration than Imitation ; nor can we much blame 
the fecond Lady any more thanhim. Thefe two things 
however may be added,that there may be fometimes other 
Javvful Ends of Matrimony befides Prepagation, as Affijt- 
ance, Society, &c. thos thele We think ought not to be 
the only End, unlefs in Perfons (uperannusted, at whofe 
Marriage the Prayer for Fruisfulne(s is left out ; the other 
thing is, that it‘s very poilible the Gentleman might be 
Innocent in his firft Marriage, and not Con{cious of his 
ovvn Infirmity, tho‘ inexculable in the latter, not only 
for the Reafon this Author gives, becaufe of his Hy- 
pocrifie with Heaven, protefting he knew of no Impe- 
diment, but befides becaufe of thofe unavoidable Temp- 
tations to which he muft expofe a young Woman, in his 
Lady’s Circumftance:. 


Queft. 5. VVhether we are to believe the Story of St. Ethel- 

dreda, that after being twice Marryed, fhe tiv‘d and dy‘d a 
Maid? and if true, whether fhe deferu‘d to be Canonix‘d 
or’t ? 
. Anfw. Our aforemention’d Author fays he believes 
the Fa, hovvever he afcribes it rather to Vanity than 
Devotion, and yet thinks if fhe was as exce!lent at other 
forts of Mortifications as at Fafting, fhe deferved to be 
Sainted. We Anfvver more pofitively, the Faét is ve- 
ry likely to be true, confidering the Age fhe liy'd in ; 
for when fo many Kings turn‘d Afonks, what greater 
Wonder that Queens fhou‘d be Nuns ? many Initances of 
which We have in Bede, who gives us this Story at large 
in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory. That the deferv‘d Cano- 
nization We deny, any more than the Whimfical Stylirz 
did for Pearching like an Ovvl atop of a Pillar for forty 
Years together : Nor can any Man make us of another 
Mind, unlefs We can firft.fee him prove Celibacy a 
Virtue. 


Queft. 6. Whether it be not poffible to teach Beatts to 
freak as well as Birds, If your anfwer be in the Affirma- 
tive, what Creatures wou'd be moft docible ? alfo your Rea- 
fons why, and the way to perform it ? 

Anfw. But if our Anfwer be in the Negative —what 
then? and fo ’tis e’ne like to be, till we fee you men of 
Hullifax bring up to London a {peaking Bear, or {ome {uch 
fort of Monfter to prove the contrary. 


Queft. 7. I begg your Advice in this Matter, viz. I late- 
ly imployed a Workman, and he difappoimting me according to 
his firjt Promije, I in a Pajfion {wore by him that made me, 
if I received not my Work home by a certain time which I pre- 
fixt, be never fhould work for me more, and upon enquiry I 
find it was done by the Time, or fo nigh that I cannot diftin- 
guifb, and put into a {econd hand to be fent home, but I did 
not receive it in my Time, {o that I defire to know whether I 
may employ him or nor, ( be having fince defir‘d my Work ) 


and 1 have been fince very forry for this my paffionate Oath, 
andehave defired to be releafed from ir, in that I conceive it 
tends to a depriving him of a part of bis Lawful Calling, 
which as a Chriftian I ought not to do: Your Advice will be 
very acceptuble in that I refolve not to Employ him until I 
hear from you 

An{w. The Oath was Conditional, andthe Workman 
perhaps did the beft he could, he fent it home that you 
might receive it the fooner, but if the Meflenger was 
hindered or prevented by any Accident, Sicknefs or 
Death, the Work could not be received at the prefixt 
time, however fince an impoffibility was not iftended 
by the Oath, therefore you ought not to fufpend Em- 
ploying him longer. 


All the Ladies Queftions fhall be Anfiwer'd 
Weekly. 


This Morning is Publifht 


si Conference betwixt a 


Modern Atheift and 
his Friend. . By the Metho- 
dizer of the Second SP IR A. 
Price 6d. Printed for Fobn 
Dunton at the Raven in the 
Poultry. “This Book is Print- 
ed in the fame fize with the 
Second Spira, that they might 
Bind up together. 


> Ts Author of The Compleat Library hath thought 

fit to Contraét his Journal for February to half 
the Bulk, that thereby he might the better Accomedate 
it to the Readers Conveniencies, and make it of more ge- 
neral Service, by reducing it to 6 d. Price. He has now 
wholly Undertaken to Continue it himfelt, fo that now 
the whole will be more Uniform and Exact, and fill’d 
up with Seleé Books, and thofe moftly of Writers of our 
own Nation, except when he meets with Forreign Ex- 
sradts that fhall well deferve to be inferted. This Com- 
pleat Library tor February is now Publifhe. °° 


GT A N Earneff Call to Family Catechifing and Refor- 

mation: By a Reverend Divine. Several Mi- 
nifters and Private Chriftians perufing this Piece, ear- 
neftly moved for its Publication, which the Reverend 
Author at length Confenting to, the following PROPO- 
SAL is now made for the more general JitnesSca of it; 
viz. That whatever Gentlemen will be fo Publick Spirit- 
ed, as to give Fifty of ‘em away, they thall have that 
number deliver'd co’em for Twenty Shillings ftitcht up 
in Blew Paper, and ready Curt ; but as for others who buy 
ge humbers, they muft not expect ‘em under Six Pence 
per O0Re 


Both Printed for fobn Danton at the Raven in the 
Poultrey. 


Ohn Hoole, Upholfter, is removed from 
the Rofe in Cornhil, to the Rofe in Bifhops- 
gate-Street, near Cornhil ; who hath New- 
fafhion, Silk and Stuff-Beds ready ftanding : 
Glafles, Tables, Chefts of Drawers, to be 


fold at reafonable Prizes: And He Praifeth 


Houfhold-Goods. 


= ented _ eg a oe 


LONDON, Printed for JZopn Zountow at the Raven in the Poultrey, 1693. | 


